


•  Phase 2 - Vision: What do we aspire to be as a community in 10-20 
years? 

•  Phase 3 – Existing Conditions and Trends:  What will our Parish 
look like in 10-20 years, if we do nothing different? How does this 
scenario compare with our vision? 

•  Phase 4: Policy 
Framework: What are our 
choices in direction and 
strategy? Which  of the 
available choices is best 
suited and most effective 
for St. Charles Parish? 



A 20-year “roadmap” for the Parish – 
a long-term reference point to guide 
decisions about where and how to 
grow over the next two decades… 

A document containing the statement 
of goals and objectives establishing 
the Parish's vision for the future and 
the actions needed to achieve it. 



The Comprehensive Plan serves several 
purposes: 

•  Articulating citizens’ values and 
aspirations 

•  Providing a guide for dealing with 
incremental or sudden change 

•  Providing a basis for decision-making 

•  Defining the community’s 20-year “To-
Do” list 

•  Catalyzing community consensus 

   



Final product: Series of interrelated elements 

(chapters) containing goals, policies and strategies for 

addressing these topics:  

1.  Land Use and Development 

2.  Economic Development 

3.  Infrastructure 

4.  Mobility 

5.  Community Facilities 

6.  Natural and Cultural Resources 

7.  Parks and Open Space 



Once adopted, Staff, the P&Z Board, and the Parish Council 
will refer to the Comprehensive Plan policies and maps (in 
particular the Future Land Use Map) to: 

•  Ensure that rezoning and other development decisions 
help the Parish advance toward achieving its Vision. 

•  Identify and prepare for the impacts of development-
related decisions on transportation, infrastructure, and 
community facility needs. 

•  Prioritize timing and funding for capital improvement 
projects.  



Strategic directions and the basis for policies 
necessary to achieve a sustainable future for St. 
Charles Parish on subjects such as:  
• Land use patterns 

• Development types and densities 

• Development quality 

• Job creation 

• Completion of basic infrastructure 

• Government facilities, services and programs 

• Resource preservation and enhancement 

• Capital investment programming 



1.  Vision Statement 



2.  Citizen Priorities (from public forums) 



3.  Existing Land Use 



4.  Existing Zoning 



Existing Zoning Existing Land Use 



1.  Business Parks – 
recognizes existing 
parks and reserves 
land for future 
locations 

2.  Light Industrial – lower-
impact/complementary 
industry at transitional 
locations 

3.  Mixed Residential – 
areas suited for 
planned development 
at mixed-densities 

4.  Activity Centers – key 
corridors, “civic 
centers,” and one 
regional hub 



•  An image that depicts the pattern of future land use 
distribution to be achieved over several decades 

•  Generalized – does NOT show precise limits, nor 
individual uses proposed at a parcel scale 

•  Not a zoning map – BUT used as a basis for zoning 
decisions (rezoning applications to be consistent with the 
FLUM) 

•  Not a stand-alone document – should always be 
reviewed in conjunction with Comp Plan goals, policies 
and actions 

•  Will require revisions to zoning, subdivision and other 
regulations 



1.  Work with Steering Committee to complete Draft Future 
Land Use Map and refine land use and economic 
development policies 

2.  Develop policy framework for: 
•  Infrastructure 

•  Mobility 

•  Community Facilities 

•  Natural and Cultural Resources 

•  Parks and Open Space 

3.  Review all policies and related maps with the public, P&Z, 
and Council for refinement 

4.  Phase 5 – completion of plan document 


